
CHAPTER 4 

 

ANIMALS AND FOWL. 

 
For state law as to authority of town to regulate and prohibit running at large of animals, 

impound animals running at large, etc., see current Wyoming State Statutes. 

As to applicability of traffic regulations to animals and animal drawn vehicles, see Sec. 8-8 of the 

Code.  As to tying animals to trees, see Sec. 11-9. 

 

Article I.  In General. 

Sec.   4-1. Definitions. 

Sec.   4-2. Allowing to run at large prohibited. 

Sec.   4-3. Keeping swine prohibited. 

Sec.   4-4. Repealed. 

Sec.   4-5. Repealed.   

Sec.   4-6. Keeping wild animals or exotic pets prohibited; exceptions. 

Sec.   4-7. Impoundment of livestock or fowl running at large--Required. 

Sec.   4-8. Same--Redemption. 

Sec.   4-9. Same--Sale of unredeemed animals or fowl; notice of sale; disposition of  

  proceeds of sale. 

Sec.   4-10. Same--Penalty for hindering or obstruction officers or breaking open    

  pounds. 

Sec.   4-11. Same-- Animals to be delivered to impounding officers. 

Sec.   4-12. Cruelty to animals. 

Sec.   4-13. Penalties. 

Sec.   4-14. Feeding of Deer 

Article II.  Dogs and Cats. 

 

Sec.   4-15. License and registration--Required; issuance; fees; term; application;  

  exceptions. 

Sec.   4-16. Same--License certificate and tags. 

Sec.   4-17. Same--Certificate of rabies vaccination prerequisite to issuance of license. 

Sec.   4-18. Noisy or vicious dogs and cats. 

Sec.   4-19. Female dogs or cats in heat. 

Sec.   4-20. Running at large generally; leash required. 

Sec.   4-21. Penalties for violations of section 4-19. 

Sec.   4-22. Impoundment-- Generally. 

Sec.   4-23. Same--Unregistered dogs or cats. 

Sec.   4-24. Same--Notice to owner and redemption. 

Sec.   4-25. Same--Disposition of unclaimed or infected dogs and cats. 

Sec.   4-26. Applicability of article to dogs or cats owned by nonresidents. 

Sec.   4-27. Biting and rabid animals. 

Sec.   4-28. Dumping, abandoning or releasing dogs or cats to stray upon. 

Sec.   4-29.   Hindering or interfering with police officer or animal control officer. 

Sec.   4-30. Kennels prohibited. 

Sec.   4-31. Right of entry for enforcement purpose. 

 



 

 

Article I.   In General. 

 

Sec.   4-1.  Definitions. 

 

 For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 

meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section. 

 

 Animal.  Any nonhuman living creature, domestic or wild. 

 

 Animal control officer.    A police officer or employee of the town or an 

individual retained on an independent contract and/or salary basis to enforce the 

provisions of this chapter. 

 

 At large.  Any dog or cat shall be deemed “at large” when it is off the property of 

its owner and not under control of the owner or a member of his immediate family or 

other authorized person, by a leash, cord or chain. 

 

 Cat.  Either a male or female feline. 

 

 Dog.  Either a male or a female canine. 

 

 Fowl.  Any and all fowl, domesticated and wild, male or female and singular or 

plural. 

 

 Kennel.  Any lot, building, structure, enclosure or premises where four or more 

pets belonging to the lot owner or occupant of the lot are maintained. 

 

 Owner.  Any person or group of persons owning, keeping or harboring a dog or 

cat. 

 

 Pets.  Pets are animals that are normally kept in a household dwelling. 

 

 Police officer.  Any person employed by the town as one of its enforcement 

officers. 

 

 Pound master.  An individual contracted with by the town to operate the town 

pound. 

 

 Premise(s).  As used in this Article for enforcement, premise(s) shall include a 

place of residence and surrounding property owned by a single property owner, whether 

it be one platted lot or multiple platted lots.  A place of business does not constitute a 

premise(s) within the provisions of this chapter.  (Ord. No. 2006-02) 

 

 Rabbitry.  Any place where more than four rabbits older than four months are 



kept. 

 

 Vaccinate.  To inoculate a dog or cat with anti-rabies vaccine, which shall be 

administered by any licensed veterinarian. 

 

 Vicious dog.  Any dog or cat which attacks or rushes, bites, snaps, growls, snarls 

or otherwise menaces persons, other animals or vehicles in any public or private place 

outside the premises of its owner or keeper, or which shows a disposition to do any of the 

foregoing, without provocation or command.  (Ord. No. 2005-07) 

 

Wild Animals. 

 “Wild animals” are defined as those animals listed below, but not limited to, said list: 

antelope, anteater, ape, orangutan, bear, badger, beaver, bobcat, deer, elephant, elk, ferret, 

fox, giraffe, gopher, jaguar, lynx, lion, mink, monkey, moose, mountain lion, wolves, 

coyote, mountain goat, opossum, puma, raccoon, rat, skunk, reptiles, tiger, weasel, wild 

fowl including turkeys, or any other un-domesticated animals. (Ord No. 2019-02) 

 

 

Sec.   4-2.  Allowing to run at large prohibited. 

 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to allow to run at large any cattle, sheep, 

horses, mules, burros, donkeys, goats, swine or other livestock within the corporate 

limits.  In addition, no person shall allow to run at large any chickens, turkeys, ducks, 

geese, pigeons, guinea fowl or other fowl within the corporate limits.  Such actions are 

declared to be a nuisance and dangerous to the public health and safety. 

(Ord. No. 34, § 1, Ord. No. 84-2, § 1) 

 

Sec.   4-3.  Keeping swine prohibited. 

 

 Except as herein specifically provided, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep 

swine within the corporate limits, unless keeping of swine is pursuant to an educational 

project through the Meeteetse Public Schools and a 4-H Chapter in Park County, 

Wyoming.  Any swine which are allowed under this ordinance must be maintained on 

premises leased to the Meeteetse FFA Support Group, Inc., near the Rodeo Grounds in 

Meeteetse, Wyoming.  Keeping of swine in any other place within the limits of the 

corporate limits of the Town of Meeteetse is declared to be nuisance and dangerous to the 

public health.  The word “swine” shall mean any live hogs or pigs except this ordinance 

shall not apply to mini pigs.  “Mini pigs” are defined as any breed of pig that when it is 

mature is less than 22 inches in height and weighs less than 150 pounds.  Housing or 

maintaining more than three mini pigs at any one residence is declared to be a nuisance 

and dangerous to the public health. (Ord. No. 2010-02) 

  

Sec.   4-4, 4-5. Repealed by Ordinance No. 84-2, Sec. 3. 

 

Sec.   4-6.  Keeping wild animals or exotic pets prohibited; exceptions. 

 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to own or keep any wild animal or exotic pet 



within the town limits except, that this section shall not apply to the keeping of small 

cage birds, aquatic, amphibian or nonpoisonous reptilian animals or such small rodents as 

hamsters, guinea pigs or gerbils solely as pets, or to any legally incorporated school or 

research laboratory. 

 

(a)  No person shall keep any cattle, horses, goats or sheep in an outdoor 

enclosure or pasture, the exterior boundary of which is within 100 feet of any residence, 

business, or other such structure intended for human habitation on a permanent or 

temporary basis.   

 

Sec.   4-7.  Impoundment of livestock or fowl running at large--Required. 

 

 Any livestock or fowl referred to in this chapter found running at large or ranging 

within the corporate limits shall be impounded by the animal control officer. (Ord. No. 

71, art. II, 6.) 

 

Sec.   4-8.  Same--Redemption. 

 

 No livestock or fowl impounded as provided in section 4-7 shall be released until 

the owner or custodian redeeming the livestock or fowl pays to the town clerk-treasurer a 

board bill on a per diem basis in the amount previously agreed to between the town and 

the pound master or other facility holding the livestock or fowl.  In addition, before any 

livestock or fowl so impounded is released, the owner or custodian redeeming such 

livestock or fowl shall pay to the Town Clerk Treasurer a fee as follows: 

 

 (a)  First offense within a 12 month period.................................................$10.00 

  

 (b)  Second offense which occurs within 12 months  

        time of first offense..............................................................................$15.00 

 

 (c)  Third offense which occurs within 12 months  

        time of second offense..........................................................................$50.00 

 

 (d)  Fourth and subsequent offenses which occur within  

       12 months’ time of third offense...........................................................$100.00 
(Ord. No. 89-3, § 1) 

 

Sec.   4-9.  Same--Sale of unredeemed animals or fowl; notice of sale; disposition of 

proceeds of sale. 

 

 It shall be the duty of the marshal and the animal control officer to sell at public 

auction any livestock or fowl not redeemed within twenty-four (24) hours following 

impoundment, upon giving at least five (5) days’ previous notice to the owner of the 

impounded livestock or fowl of the time and place of such sale, which notice shall 

describe the livestock or fowl with reasonable accuracy; provided, that any livestock or 

fowl may be redeemed by the owner any time before the sale by payment of the fees and 

charges provided for in this article. 



 

 In the event the owner of such livestock or fowl so impounded cannot, after 

reasonable diligence, be located or ascertained, the notice of the sale of such livestock or 

fowl shall be published once in a newspaper of general circulation at least five (5) days 

prior to the date of such sale, after which such livestock or fowl may be sold pursuant to 

the provisions herein. 

 

 In the event such livestock or fowl sold pursuant to the provisions of this section 

is sold for more than an amount sufficient to pay the fees and charges required under this 

article and the expenses of the sale, the excess shall be deposited with the treasurer of the 

town for general funds use; provided, that such excess shall be paid to the owner of such 

livestock or fowl but only upon claim and proper proof of ownership presented by such 

person. (Ord. No. 34, § 3) 

 

Sec.   4-10.  Same--Penalty for hindering or obstructing officers or breaking open 

pounds. 

 

 If any person shall hinder, delay or obstruct any officer in taking up any such 

animals as herein before mentioned, or shall break open or in any way assist or aid in 

breaking open any pen, pound or enclosure with intent to release any animal therein 

confined, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not less than twenty-five 

dollars ($25.00) nor more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), recoverable with 

costs.  (Ord. No. 71, art. II, § 10.) 

 
As to general penalty for violations of Code, see Sec. 1-6 of this Code.   

As to actions for penalties or fines, see Sec. 1-7. 

 

Sec. 4-11.  Same--Animals to be delivered to impounding officers. 

 

 Any person who shall restrain and take up any animal mentioned in this article 

found running at large contrary to the provisions of this article shall deliver such animal 

or cause such animal to be delivered to the proper officer, who shall receive the same and 

proceed in like manner as if the same had been taken up by himself.  (Ord. No. 34, § 6) 

 

Sec.   4-12.  Cruelty to animals. 

 

 No owner shall fail to provide his animals with sufficient, good and wholesome 

food and water, proper shelter and protection from the weather, veterinary care, when 

needed to prevent suffering, and humane care and treatment.  No person shall beat, 

cruelly ill-treat, torment, overload, overwork or otherwise abuse any animal or wild 

animal, or cause or permit any dog fight, cockfight, bullfight or other combat between 

animals. 
 

For state law as to protection of domestic animals generally, see current W. S., 1977, § 11-29-

101 et seq. 

 

Sec.   4-13.  Penalties. 



 

 Except as otherwise provided, any person convicted of violating any provision of 

this chapter shall be punished by a fine of not more than seven hundred fifty dollars 

($750.00).  If any violation continues, each day’s violation shall be deemed a separate 

offense.  Such fine shall be in addition to any fees or other expenses chargeable to the 

owner.    

 
As to general penalty for violations of Code, see § 1-6 of this Code.   

As to actions for penalties or fines see § 1-7.  

 

 

Sec.  4-14. Feeding of Deer and Wild Animals 

 

 Feeding Deer, Turkeys, and other Wild Animals Prohibited: It shall be unlawful for any 

person to place, distribute or allow any device or any fruit, grain, mineral, plant, salt, 

vegetables, seed or birdseed or other materials (food) outdoors on any public or private 

property which intentionally or unintentionally feeds or attracts deer or other wildlife. 

1. Removal of Food: It shall be the duty of each property owner or occupant to remove 

any and all food placed on the property in violation of this section. Failure to remove 

such food within twenty four (24) hours after written notice from the town, or otherwise 

continuing to feed deer, turkeys after receiving notice from the town, shall constitute a 

violation of this section. 

2. Removal; Modification of Feeding Device: It shall be the duty of each property owner 

or occupant to remove any device placed on the property from which deer actually feed. 

Alternatively, the property owner or occupant may modify such a device to prevent deer 

from having access to or feeding from the device, or make such other changes to the 

property that prevent deer, turkeys, and other wild animals from having any access to the 

device. The failure to remove such a device or to make such modifications within twenty 

four (24) hours after notice from the town shall constitute a separate violation of this 

section. 

3. Presumption: There shall be a rebuttable presumption that either of the following acts 

are for the purpose of feeding deer, turkeys, and other wild animals: 

a. The placement of fruit, grain, mineral, plant, salt, vegetable or other materials in an 

aggregate quantity of less than two (2) quarts at a height of less than six feet (6') off the 

ground; 

b. The placement of fruit, grain, mineral, plant, salt, vegetable or other materials in an 

aggregate quantity of two (2) quarts or more in a drop feeder, automatic feeder, or a 

similar device regardless of the height of the fruit, grain, mineral, plant, salt, vegetable or 

other material. 

B. Exceptions: This section shall not apply to the following: 



1. Planted material growing in gardens, or standing crops; 

2. Naturally growing materials, including, but not limited to, fruit and vegetables; 

3. Stored crops provided the stored crop is not intentionally made available to deer; 

4. Deer feeding authorized by the town council or the Wyoming game and fish 

department for a specified public purpose; 

5. The normal feeding of livestock and/or the practice of raising crops and crop 

aftermath, including hay, alfalfa and grains, produced, harvested, stored or fed to 

domestic livestock in accordance with normal agricultural practices; 

6. The cultivation of a lawn or garden; or 

7. The feeding of nongame birds where the bird food is made unavailable to the deer.  

The feeding of nongame birds shall be allowed with the use of suspended or hanging 

feeders not to exceed 12” X 12” and shall be a minimum of five feet from the ground.  

Bird feeders shall be suspended on a cable or otherwise secured so as to prevent the bird 

feeders from being easily accessible to other wild life.  The area below the feeders must 

be kept clean and free of seed.   

 

C.     Offenses: It is unlawful for persons to keep, house, provide feed, supplemental or 

otherwise, or maintain any wild animal within the City limits as provided by this section. 

1.     1st offense—Written warning. 

2.     2nd offense—Two hundred fifty dollar ($250.00) fine. 

3.     3rd or subsequent offense—Five hundred dollar ($500.00) fine. 

 

 

 

 

Article II.  Dogs and Cats. 
 

For state law as to dogs generally, see W.S., 1977, § 11-31-1 et seq... 

 

Sec.   4-15.  License and registration--Required; issuance; fees; term; application; 

exceptions. 

 

(a) All dogs and cats kept, harbored or maintained by their owners in the town 

shall be licensed and registered as soon as the same are six months old or, as too new 

dogs and cats, within thirty days after being brought into the town.  Licenses shall be 

issued by the town clerk-treasurer, and a license tax or registration fee shall be charged in 

the amount of three dollars for each neutered male or spayed female and twenty-five 

dollars for each un-neutered male or unsprayed female.  No license shall be issued under 

the provisions of this article unless the applicant has first exhibited to the town clerk-

treasurer a certificate or tag issued by a licensed veterinarian showing that such animal 

sought to be licensed has been vaccinated for rabies within one year preceding the date of 



such application for license.  (Ord. No. 96-7.)   

 

 (b)  Every license shall be of the date the same is issued and shall expire on 

December 31 of each year thereafter.  Any new license may be issued at any time during 

the year. 

 

 (c)  The owner shall state at the time of application for such license the name and 

address of the owner, the name, breed, color, sex and age of each dog or cat owned and 

kept by him, whether or not such dog or cat has been neutered or spayed, the date each 

dog or cat was vaccinated and the name of the veterinarian who vaccinated such animal.  

Suitable evidence of such vaccination, neutering or spaying of animals must be shown to 

the clerk-treasurer before issuance of license tags shall be made. 

 

(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to dogs and cats brought into the 

town temporarily for the purpose of participating in a dog or cat show, or to seeing-eye 

dogs properly trained to assist blind persons.  (Ord No. 71, art. I, § 2.) 

 

(e) There shall be no more than three (3) pets kept on any premise within the 

town limit. (Ord. No. 2006-03) 
 

For state law as to authority of town to impose license fee for keeping or harboring of dogs, see 

W.S., 1977, § 15-1-103(xiv).  As to licenses generally, see chapter 7 of this Code. 

 

Sec.   4-16.  Same--License certificates and tags. 

 

 Upon payment of the license fee, the town clerk-treasurer shall issue to the owner 

of the dog or cat a license certificate and metallic tag for each dog or cat so licensed.  

Every owner shall see that each licensed animal constantly wears the tag issued.  The 

shape of the tag shall be changed every year and shall have stamped thereon the year for 

which it was issued.  In case a dog or cat tag is lost or destroyed, a duplicate shall be 

issued by the town clerk-treasurer, upon presentation of a receipt showing the payment of 

the license fee for the current year and the payment of a one dollar fee for such duplicate.  

Such tags shall not be transferable from one animal to another, and no refund shall be 

made on the license because of the death of the animal or the owners leaving town before 

the expiration of the license period.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 3.) 

 

Sec.  4-17.  Same--Certificate of rabies vaccination prerequisite to issuance of 

license. 

 

 Before any license shall be issued for any dog or cat, the owner, keeper or person 

in charge of such animal shall present a certificate of vaccination for rabies performed by 

a licensed veterinarian, which certificate of vaccination shall show that the vaccination 

for the animal in question will be valid and effective for the entire period of which the 

license is requested.  No license for any dog or cat shall be issued unless such rabies 

vaccination certificate is presented.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 4.) 

 

Sec.   4-18.  Noisy or vicious dogs and cats. 



 

 (a)  No person owning any dog and/cat shall suffer or permit the same to disturb  

the peace and quiet of the neighborhood by barking, yelping, howling, mewing, 

screaming, caterwauling or making other loud or unusual noises. Any such animal which 

habitually, constantly or frequently disturbs the sleep, peace and quiet of any 

neighborhood or person shall be deemed a nuisance, and the owner of such animal shall 

be liable as the author of a nuisance, and the person owning such animal shall be subject 

to the penalties hereinafter provided; except, that before prosecution is brought it shall be 

necessary for the complaining party to notify the animal control officer, who in turn shall 

issue a written warning ticket advising the owner that he has received a complaint, that 

the dog and/or cat is creating a disturbance and a nuisance or otherwise violating the 

provisions of this chapter and that unless this nuisance is abated within three days after 

receipt of such notice a written complaint may be sworn to by the complainant citing the 

violation.  The complaining party shall be required to appear in court if such complaint is 

issued.  Upon conviction thereof, the owner of such animal shall be subject to the 

penalties herein provided. 

 

 (b)  No person shall own, keep, harbor or allow to be upon any premises occupied 

by him or under his charge or control any notoriously vicious or cross dog or cat or any 

dog or cat that may manifest a disposition to bite anyone, without having such animal 

properly secured and muzzled.  Upon conviction of any person violating this section, the 

court may, in addition to the punishment provided, order any police officer to forthwith 

cause such dog or cat to be killed, and for that purpose, any police officer charged with 

such duty shall have the right to enter upon any premises within the town.  (Ord. No. 71, 

art. I, § 5.) 

 
As to noise generally, see §§ 11-19, 11-20 of this Code. 

 

Sec.   4-19.  Female dogs or cats in heat. 

 

 It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper of any female dog and/or cat to 

permit or suffer such dog or cat to run at large within the town limits while she is in heat, 

whether she has the proper license tag on her or not.  Every such dog or cat found 

running at large within the town limits may be secured or confined by any enforcement 

officer, or the owner may be requested to do so.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 6.) 

 

Sec.   4-20.  Running at large generally; leash required; use of animal traps. 

 

 (a)  The owner of a dog and/or cat shall confine such animal to his own premises 

and shall not permit the same to run at large within the town.  Such animal, if taken from 

the premises of the owner, shall be kept under leash at all times.  All owners whose dogs 

and/or cats are found not to be on a leash and accompanied by a person of suitable age 

and strength to adequately restrain the dog or cat shall prosecuted for being in violation 

of this article.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 7.) 

 

 (b)  Any person(s) requesting the use of the Town’s animal traps on their property 

must sign a written complaint with the Town prior to the trap(s) being put on their 



premises.  All owners whose dogs and/or cats are trapped shall be prosecuted for being in 

violation of this article.  Any person(s) requesting the use of a trap(s) will be held 

responsible for any damages that may incur to the trap(s).  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 7.) 

 

Sec.   4-21.  Penalties for violations of section 4-20. 

 

 Any person violating section 4-20, upon conviction thereof, for each violation 

shall be fined as follows: 

 

 (a)  First offense within a 12 month period..................................................$ 25.00 

 

 (b)  Second offense which occurs within 12 months’ time..........................$ 50.00   

 

 (c)  Third offense which occurs within 12 months’ time of 

       second offense.......................................................................................$ 100.00 

 

 (d)  Fourth and subsequent offenses which occur within 12 

        months’ time of third offense...............................................................$ 150.00 

 

(Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 19; Ord. No. 84-11, § 2; Ord. No. 87-2, § 2; Ord. No. 89-3, § 2.) 

 
As to general penalty for violations of Code, see § 1-6 of this Code.  As to actions for penalties or 

fines, see § 1-7. 

 

Sec.   4-22.  Impoundment--Generally. 

 

 It shall be the duty of every duly appointed animal control officer or pound master 

to apprehend any dog or cat found running at large contrary to the provisions of this 

article and to impound such dog or cat in a suitable place designated by the Mayor and 

Town Council.  Such animal control officer or pound master shall, upon receiving any 

dog or cat for impounding, make a complete registry, entering the breed, color and sex of 

such animal and whether such animal is licensed.  If such animal is licensed, he shall 

enter the name and address of the owner and the number of license tag.  If a dog and/or 

cat running at large cannot be captured or restrained and the owner of such dog or cat is 

known to the animal control officer or pound master, a police officer or other town 

official may sign a criminal complaint, and the municipal judge may issue a criminal 

summons, which shall state the violation, date, time, location, breed, color and sex of the 

dog or cat, and which shall further direct the owner of such dog or cat to appear before 

the municipal court to answer to the charge of permitting the dog or cat to run at large or 

such other violation as may appear on the summons.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 8.) 

 

Sec.   4-23.  Same--Unregistered dogs or cats. 

 

 Any dog or cat within the town without a tag required by this article is hereby 

declared to be a public nuisance, and it is hereby made the duty of the animal control 

officer or the pound master to pick up and confine any such dog or cat in the pound for a 

period not to exceed five days.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 9.) 



 

Sec.   4-24.  Same--Notice to owner and redemption. 

 

 Not later than two days after the impounding of any dog or cat, the owner shall be 

notified, or if the owner of the animal is unknown, written notice shall be posted for five 

days at conspicuous places in town, describing the dog or cat and the place and time of 

taking.  The owner of any animal so impounded may reclaim such animal upon payment 

of the license fee, if such animal is unlicensed, and of all costs and charges incurred by 

the town for impounding and maintaining such animal.  If such animal is not reclaimed 

and the owner is known, such owner shall be charged for all costs and charges incurred 

by the town for impounding and euthanasia of such animal.  A receipt from the town 

showing that all charges and cost have been paid must be presented to the pound master 

before such animal shall be released to the owner.  

 

 Charges are hereby fixed as follows: 

 

 (a)  First offense within a 12 month period..................................................$ 25.00 

 

 (b)  Second offense which occurs within 12 months’ time 

       of first offense........................................................................................$ 50.00 

 

 (c)  Third offense which occurs within 12 month’s time 

       of second offense...................................................................................$ 100.00 

 

 (d)  Fourth and subsequent offenses occur within 12 

       months’ time of third offense................................................................$ 150.00 

 

(Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 11; Ord. No. 84-11, § 3; Ord. No. 87-2, § 3; Ord. No. 89-3, § 3.) 

 

 

Sec.   4-25.  Same--Disposition of unclaimed or infected dogs and cats. 

 

(a)  The Town of Meeteetse may appoint a law enforcement officer or animal 

control officer to keep all unclaimed, abandoned or infected dogs and cats for a period of 

five days.   Any dog or cat impounded under this article not claimed by the owner within 

five days may be given to any person who will secure a license of such animal as 

provided in this article and pay the impound fees provided in section 4-24.  If, at the 

expiration of five days from the date of notice the owner or the posting of notice, such 

animal has not been redeemed, it shall become the property of the Town of Meeteetse.  

As property of the Town of Meeteetse, an animal may be maintained as the law 

enforcement officer or animal control officer deems appropriate, or adopted by a new 

owner, or if necessary, humanely euthanized by proper authorities.  Any dog or cat 

required by law to be licensed or any dog or cat which appears to be suffering from rabies 

or infected with mange or other infectious disease shall not be released an may be 

forthwith destroyed. 

 



(b) At the discretion of the law enforcement officer or animal control officer the 

carcass of such animal shall not be returned to its owner, but will be kept for evidence, 

autopsy, of disposition. 

 

(c) The owner of any dog or cat may be held responsible and liable for all costs 

and expenses relating the impoundment or disposal of the animal. 

 

 

Sec.   4-26.  Applicability of article to dogs or cats owned by nonresidents.  

 

 It shall be unlawful for any person who does not reside within the town to permit 

any dog or cat belonging to him to run at large within the limits of the town, and such 

animal shall be subject to the provisions of this article, unless the owner of such dog or 

cat shall have it securely fastened on a leash to prevent it from running at large within the 

limits of the town.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 10.) 

 

Sec.   4-27.  Biting and rabid animals.  

 

 (a)  If a dog or cat has bitten a human, or if a dog or cat is believed to have rabies 

or has been bitten by another animal suspected of having rabies, the animal control 

officer or his agent or designee may take up such animal and cause the same to be 

confined in a secure pen, pound or other place provided for that purpose for observation 

by a veterinarian for a period of two weeks, at the expense of the owner.  The owner of a 

dog or cat exposed to rabies shall notify the animal control officer of such fact 

immediately. 

 

 (b)  It shall be unlawful for any person knowing or suspecting that a dog or cat 

has rabies to allow such animal to be taken off his premises or beyond the limits of the 

town, unless the same is done by the animal control officer of his agent or designee or 

unless the animal control officer or his agent of designee gives his written permission for 

such removal.  Every owner of other person, upon ascertaining that a dog or cat has 

rabies, shall immediately notify the animal control officer or pound master, who shall 

either remove or summarily destroy the same. 

 

 (c)  Any veterinarian or other person in charge of an animal affected or 

presumably affected with any disease communicable to humans shall immediately notify 

the police department.  Whenever there is reason to suspect that an animal has rabies, 

such animal and all others bitten by it shall be securely confined by the pound master for 

such time as is necessary to determine whether the disease exists, all at the expense of the 

owner.  Every animal which has rabies shall be disposed of as provided by the pound 

master, summarily and without notice. 

 

 (d)  Whenever the Town Council shall be of the opinion that any danger of rabies 

exists, the Mayor may, and it is hereby made his duty to issue his proclamation ordering 

any person owning, keeping or harboring any dog or cat to confine the same by good and 

sufficient means to his premises or to have such dog or cat properly and securely muzzled 



during the time specified in such proclamation.  Any dog or cat found running at large 

within the town during the time specified, without being properly and securely muzzled, 

may be killed by any police officer or animal control officer.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 14.) 

 

Sec.   4-28.  Dumping, abandoning or releasing dogs or cats to stray upon  

streets or public ways. 

 

 If any person shall dump, abandon or in any manner release any dog or cat to 

stray upon the streets or public ways in the town, such person shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined as provided in this chapter.  

(Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 14.) 

 
As to streets and sidewalks generally, see Ch. 15 of this code. 

 

Sec.   4-29.  Hindering or interfering with police officer or animal control officer. 

 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to hinder or interfere with a police officer or 

animal control officer of the town in the discharge of his duties under this article.  (Ord. 

No. 71, art. I, § 15.) 

 

Sec.   4-30.  Kennels prohibited. 

 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain a kennel within the limits of the 

town for purposes other than to house or confine pets as previously defined under Section 

4-1.  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 17.) 

 

Sec.   4-31.  Right of entry for enforcement purposes. 

 

 In the enforcement of any provision of this article, any police officer may enter 

the premises of any person when in fresh pursuit or when deemed necessary to protect the 

safety of the community in order to take possession of licensed or unlicensed dogs or 

cats. Such officer may enter upon the premises of any owner of any animal under such 

circumstances as described above in order to ascertain and secure compliance with the 

provisions of this article.  (Ord. No. 2005-05)  (Ord. No. 71, art. I, § 18.) 

 


